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You’ve long imagined the 
cake, the dress and the 
venue. But dealing with 
the legal documentation is 
one of the first things you 
should do once you decide 
to get married to that spe-
cial someone. This way, you 
can move forward confi-
dently without risking the 
derailment of your wed-
ding plans. 

T
he process starts with 
filing the “intention to 
marry” with govern-

ment’s Civil Registry Depart-
ment, which is done weeks 
before the civil ceremony 
takes place. When you file 
your intention to marry, all 
documents must be submit-
ted, and all fees paid before 
the Department starts to 
process your request. While 
technically this can be done 
a minimum of two weeks in 
advance of the wedding, it 
should be done as soon as 
possible, especially since it 
may take time to collect all 

the needed paperwork.

Requirements
 � Passport copies of the 

bride, groom, and all 
witnesses.

 � Birth certificates for 
bride and groom (if 
not registered on St. 
Maarten).

 � Declaration of marital 
status (no older than 
three months).

 � Two- to- four witnesses.

 � For widow(er)s, a death 
certificate for the 
deceased spouse.

 � For divorcees, a divorce 
certificate.

 � For non-Dutch nation-
als, an interview at 
the Immigration 
Department.

Cost is between US $178 and 
$409.58, depending on fac-
tors such as location and day 
– weekdays are less expen-
sive than weekends.

Depending on your country 

of origin, the certificates/
declaration must be authen-
ticated: Either through an 
Apostille stamp – which can 
be obtained from the Secre-
tary of State, Civil registry, 
or High Court (this includes 
the United States) – or by 
your country’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and then the 
Dutch Consulate. 

Considerations
Visitors having their destina-
tion wedding in St. Maarten 
should handle all paper-
work and payment well in 
advance. Make contact by 
email for more information, 
and send original documen-
tation via FedEx or DHL. 
This is especially important 
for those with a tight vaca-
tion schedule. 

All required documents 
must be submitted in Eng-
lish or Dutch.

The marriage license is 
issued in Dutch. A certi-

fied translator can be hired 
on-island to translate it into 
English or another language. 

If you do not wish to deal 
with all the paperwork and 
contacting the Depart-
ment on your own, a wed-
ding planner can help you 
get through this whole pro-
cess. Either you or a wed-
ding planner must handle 
all other arrangements such 
as décor or transportation. 

The civil wedding can be 
held in the government’s 
designated Marriage Hall, 
or at another venue of your 
choosing on the Dutch side 
of the island. While guests 
may socialise for a short 
time, no food or drink is 
allowed in the Marriage 
Hall. Festivities take place 
elsewhere. 

Alternatively, St. Maarteners 
getting married abroad can 
obtain an Apostille stamp for 
their paperwork from the St. 

Maarten Civil Registry. St. 
Maarteners getting married 
abroad should register their 
marriage at the Department, 
as soon as possible after 
returning.

Requirements are listed  at  
www.sintmaartengov.org. 

Select “Government” from 
the top-left menu, then go to 
the top-left menu again and 
select “Ministry of General 
Affairs.” Select “Civil Regis-
try” and then “Back Office 
Services” and last, select 
“Register a Marriage”. 

The civil wedding checklist 

SXM Party Rentals N.V. 
is here to make sure your 
plans for the Big Day all 
come to life, seamlessly 
and to your unique taste. 
The full-service party 
rental company offers 
essential event coordi-
nation services, enter-
tainment and catering, 
topped off with tasteful 
décor and design. 

C
reative Director Dion 
Gumbs loves to craft 
an experience that 

will meet the needs of cli-
ents, and supersede expec-
tations: “Building valuable 
relationships with clients 
and business partners while 
doing what we love to do is 
priceless.” From lighting and 
furniture to delicate glass-
ware, the team has every-
thing you need for a bliss-
ful wedding, whether it’s 
an intimate gathering with 
your nearest and dearest, or 
an extravagant affair. 

SXM Party Rentals pro-
vides a wide range of ser-
vices for different types of 
gatherings, all year round – 
everything from weddings 
to corporate events. The 
team has garnered a wealth 
of experience over the years 
and carefully takes the 
wishes and tastes of their 
clients into consideration. 

Keep this local company 
in mind, not just for the 
wedding, but for anniver-
sary celebrations and vow 
renewals as well! It’s all 
about adding a personal 
touch to the events – some-
thing that makes special 
events unique and part of 
an unforgettable day. The 
team understands that lit-

tle details bring person-
ality to the forefront and 
help create a memorable 
experience.

If you’re interested in hav-
ing the SXM Party Rentals 

team help you bring your 
wedding plans to life, reach 
out by calling +1 (721) 
522-1972 or emailing dlg-
gumbs@gmail.com. The 
team would love to hear 
from you.

Everything your wedding needs, 
with a personal touch

SXM Party Rentals N.V.

To make an appointment online for the various services, 
go to http://appointments.sintmaartengov.org/services.  
To contact the Civil Registry Department, call +1 721 542-
0652, email burgerzakensxm@sintmaartengov.org, or visit 
the Government Administration Building at Soualiga Road 
#1, Philipsburg.
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For twenty years, Artemia Event Plan-
ners has helped transform special events 
and wedding dreams into unforgettable 
Caribbean celebrations. From elegant, 
branded events to lavish destination wed-
dings, the company, which is known for 
its creativity, professionalism and highly 
personalized approach, has become one 
of St. Maarten’s most recognized names 
in event planning.

Founded at a time when St. Maarten’s 
tourism and hospitality industry was rap-
idly evolving, Artemia Event Planners was 
created to meet the growing demand for a 
local full-service event planning company 
catering to both the incentive travel mar-
ket and the island’s corporate sector. As 
new international resort brands arrived on 
the island, so did opportunities to redefine 
luxury events and destination weddings in 
the Caribbean.

Today, as the company celebrates its 20th 
anniversary, Artemia continues to set the 
standard for exceptional wedding experi-
ences across St. Maarten.

“Our clients are our greatest inspiration,” the 

team shares. “Every client expects unique 
décor, unforgettable experiences, and per-
sonalized service when they hire Artemia. 
That expectation pushes us to constantly 
evolve and create events that are even more 
beautiful than the last.”

What truly distinguishes Artemia from 
other wedding planners in the Caribbean 
is its dedicated team’s unwavering atten-
tion to detail. Through its sister company, 
St. Maarten Marry-Me, the company spe-
cializes in destination weddings and believes 
that every wedding – regardless of size or 
budget – deserves full attention, constant 
communication and flawless execution.

St. Maarten itself remains one of the Carib-
bean’s most desirable wedding destinations 
– thanks to its unique dual-nation cul-
ture, warm hospitality and intimate atmo-
sphere. Couples are drawn to the island’s 
blend of Dutch and French charm, pictur-
esque beaches, and proximity to neighbour-
ing luxury honeymoon destinations such as 
Anguilla and St. Barth.

Outdoor weddings continue to dominate 
wedding trends on the island, with beach-

front ceremonies and romantic gazebo 
settings remaining timeless favourites 

for couples travelling 
from abroad. Arte-

mia Event Planners 
works with some 
of St. Maarten’s 
most scenic ven-
ues, including 
Fort Amsterdam, 

JW Marriott St. 
Maarten, Son-

esta Maho 
Beach Resort 
Casino & Spa 
gazebo set-
tings, Baie 

Rouge, and 
Emilio’s to name 

a few.

Planning a des-
tination wedding 
remotely has also 

become easier than 
ever in today’s digital 

world. Artemia works closely 
with international couples 
through email, WhatsApp, 

Zoom, and Teams meetings to 
ensure seamless communi-

cation throughout 
the planning 

process.

T h e 

company offers full-service personalized 
weddings and event planning, covering 
everything from conceptual design and 
décor to catering, entertainment, transpor-
tation and guest experiences. Rather than 
offering rigid packages, Artemia customizes 
nearly every event and wedding based on 
each client’s vision, guest count and budget.

Clients especially appreciate the company’s 
signature touches and modern décor items. 
There is always something new at Artemia; 
including customized wedding favours and 
locally inspired souvenirs that give guests a 
meaningful connection to the island. 

As Artemia celebrates this important 
20-year milestone, the company is also pre-
paring to launch special anniversary pro-
motions and incentives for clients booking 
upcoming celebrations – be it a product 
launch, grand opening, anniversary or 
Christmas staff party.

Their final message to couples dreaming of a 
St. Maarten wedding is heartfelt and practi-
cal: “Ask as many questions as possible until 
you feel completely comfortable with your 
wedding planner. Choosing the right wed-
ding and event planner is one of the most 
important steps for your special day.”

With twenty years of experience, creativity, 
and passion behind every celebration, Arte-
mia Event Planners continues to prove why 
St. Maarten remains one of the Caribbean’s 
most enchanting wedding destinations.

For more information and inspiration, read-
ers can visit Artemia Event Planners on 
Facebook or Instagram. Couples interested 
in beginning their wedding journey can visit 
Artemia Event Planners at Fouress Suite 
4A, Emmaplein in Philipsburg, or schedule 
a consultation directly with the team via 
email at planner@sintmaartenmarry-me.
com or sales@artemia-sxm.com

Two decades 
of memorable 

events: 
Artemia Event Planners  

continues to elevate celebrations
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A wedding day is one of 
the most meaningful and 
memorable moments in 
the life of a couple, and 
flowers play an essential 
role in shaping its beauty 
and atmosphere. Flow-
ers by Flores is here to 
help bring your vision to 
life, whether it’s an inti-
mate ceremony or a grand 
celebration. 

E
very arrangement is 
thoughtfully designed 
to reflect your person-

ality, favourite colours and 
preferred flower styles, add-
ing a personal and elegant 
touch to your special day. A 
growing trend this season is 
decorating the pathway to 
the altar or gazebo with flo-
ral arrangements tailored to 
the couple’s style. 

Roses remain a timeless 
favourite, while peonies 
and ranunculus are espe-
cially loved when bud-
get allows. Centrepieces 
are also evolving toward 
a more natural, whimsical 
and “garden-inspired” aes-
thetic. For those who pre-
fer classic elegance, glass 

vase arrangements remain 
a popular choice, offering 
both sophistication and ver-
satility, as the vases can be 
reused long after the wed-
ding. Filled with fresh flow-
ers again and again, they 
become a lasting reminder 
of love, joy and celebration.

Roses continue to be the 
ultimate wedding flower, 
cherished for their roman-
tic symbolism and time-
less appeal. Other pop-
ular choices include 
lilies, orchids, and tropi-
cal blooms, each adding its 
own unique character and 
charm. To ensure the best 
selection and freshness, it 
is always recommended to 
book your wedding flowers 
well in advance.

Wedding specials and 
offerings
Flowers by Flores provides 
a wide range of floral ser-
vices tailored to every wed-
ding style. From bridal 
bouquets and centrepieces, 
to boutonnières, corsages, 
and arch decorations, every 
detail is carefully crafted. 
They also offer plants, cus-

tom gift baskets, choco-
lates and balloons to help 
complete your wedding 
atmosphere.

Wedding hours and 
availability
The shop is open Monday 
through Friday from 9:00am 
to 5:00pm, and Saturdays 
from 9:00am to 3:00pm. 
On wedding weekends, it 
remains open on Sunday 
from 9:00am to 4:00pm 
to assist with last-minute 
arrangements and ensure 
everything is perfect for 
your big day.

How to book your  
wedding flowers
To reserve your wedding 
floral arrangements, con-
tact Flowers by Flores at  
+1 (721) 524-8106, 559-
8782, or 542-1935, or visit 
the shop in Philipsburg at 
Cannegieter Street #129, 
next to Travel Planners.

Flowers by Flores looks for-
ward to help make your 
wedding day as beautiful, 
meaningful and unforget-
table as your love story.

Celebrate Love and Commitment
Wedding flowers that leave  

a lasting impression

Every wedding deserves a 
magical moment – the kind 
that leaves guests speechless 
and creates memories that 
last forever. That’s exactly 
what Skyfall Pyrotechnics 
delivers through spectacular 
customized firework experi-
ences designed to turn cel-
ebrations into unforgettable 
events.

S
pecializing in wedding 
entertainment and pyro-
technic artistry, Skyfall 

Pyrotechnics combines cre-
ativity, precision, and safety to 
produce breath-taking displays 
tailored to each couple’s vision. 
From romantic close-prox-
imity fireworks during a first 
dance to stunning pyro-musi-
cal shows synchronized per-
fectly with music, every perfor-
mance is crafted with elegance 
and emotion.

The company offers a wide 
range of services includ-
ing special effects, cold spark 
machines, daytime fireworks, 
and professional firework dis-
plays for indoor or outdoor 
celebrations. Whether couples 
dream of a glamorous grand 

entrance, a sparkling cake-cut-
ting moment, or a dramatic 
finale under the stars, the Sky-
fall team creates personal-
ized experiences that perfectly 
match the atmosphere and style 
of the wedding.

What truly sets Skyfall Pyro-
technics apart is its commit-
ment to personalization. The 
team works closely with clients 
to understand their theme, bud-
get, and expectations, ensuring 

that every detail – from colours 
and timing to choreography 
and musical synchronization 
– reflects the couple’s unique 
love story. Safety also remains 
at the heart of every production. 
Their experienced pyro-techni-
cians follow strict industry reg-
ulations and professional safety 
protocols while working along-
side venues and local authori-
ties to guarantee a secure and 
seamless event.

Beyond weddings, Skyfall Pyro-
technics also brings excitement 
to concerts, festivals, carni-
val events, birthdays, sporting 
events, pool parties, gender 
reveals, inaugurations, funerals, 
baby showers, New Year’s Eve 
celebrations, and video produc-
tions. With innovation, profes-
sionalism, and a passion for cre-
ating magical moments, Skyfall 
Pyrotechnics continues to light 
up celebrations with unforget-
table energy and beauty.

For more info, contact  
Burnett Fabrice at 0690 39 51 01. 
Follow them on socials at  
Instagram: @skyfallfireworks; 
Facebook: skyfallfireworks; 
& YouTube: @skyfallfireworks.

Love Lit UpLove Lit Up
Brighten your Special Occasion  Brighten your Special Occasion  

with Skyfall Pyrotechnicswith Skyfall Pyrotechnics
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There have been lots of changes lately at Zee 
Best – your go-to bakeshop that whips up 
beautiful cakes to suit any occasion, skilfully 
and artistically. The wedding cakes are a 
tier above the rest, and uniquely tailored to 
the newlyweds’ wishes after thoughtful con-
sultation. Zee Best’s Kara Sanchez Lapierre, 
who has been a chef for over 20 years, fell in 
love with cake decorating in 2011, and still 
finds joy and challenge in the creative work-
space. Here, she shares some of her journey, 
trends, advice and exciting updates with us.

I
t’s been a year of change and growth for the 
company. “I have an amazing team with new 
additions including my baker who handles 

cake production, as well as my new pastry chef 
and assistant pastry chef who keep the day-to-
day production going and make sure beautiful 
cakes are being produced – with attention to 
details, design, and colour.”

The newly revamped website – www.zeebe-
strestaurant.com – now allows for clients 
to order a cake directly, with a user-friendly 
platform. In the cake section, you’ll find three 
categories: Classic Birthday and Celebration 
Cakes, Embellished, and Wedding and Spe-
cialty. Note that Wedding and Specialty cakes 
normally require a phone or in-person consul-
tation and cake tasting. “Our wedding consul-
tations are also a time for the couple to taste a 
flight of cupcake flavours and this is always a 
fun part of the whole wedding planning pro-
cess,” says Kara. 

Timing is also of the highest importance. 
While the team will always do their best to 
accommodate wedding cake orders, giving 
the process ample time makes a big difference, 
allowing for less stress and more options. For 
example, a large cake with handmade flow-

ers will require at least three 
months’ notice.

Before we move on to more 
about wedding cakes, let’s look 
at the other two sections. Classic 
Birthday and Celebration Cakes: 
the menu shows the flavours, 
each featuring a unique design. 
For example, the Chocolate 
Salted Caramel Cake features 
caramel drip and is topped with 
a ring of salted caramel popcorn. 
As for the Embellished line of 
cakes, this category offers up a 
little more “wow” factor. Choose 
a pre-set design, then choose a 
flavour. There is also an option to 
upload a picture for inspiration. 

After so many years, Kara still 
feels excitement for her work. 
“There are always new trends, 
new techniques to learn, and a 
new way to think about growing 
your business while making sure 
the integrity and care for every 
cake is still there. You have to 
think of check points along the 
way and a vision needs to be con-
veyed to those working alongside 
me. From a business perspec-
tive, it’s always a new adventure 
requiring a new way of think-

ing, planning and organizing. My favourite 
moments that quiet the noise, are when I am 
hyper focused on making a flower petal look 
as realistic as possible. Those moments with 
some music in the background almost become 
a meditation for me.”

Kara had never planned to focus heavily on 
cakes, and had not trained specifically as a 
pastry chef when first opening the bakeshop. 
But after many requests and becoming enam-
oured with the artistic possibilities, she tried 
her hand – and after trial, error and some 
tears, she really started to find her way in the 

world of cakes. 

For one birthday in Montreal, her husband 
treated her to a private one-on-one class with 
a renowned cake decorator that truly helped 
her to solidify skills. “I remember telling her I 
only wanted to do basic cakes and that I didn’t 
really want the stress of getting into multi-
tiered wedding cakes. She said ‘come back to 
me in a year and we’ll see if you feel the same 
way’. She obviously had more foresight than 
me. Now we do incredible four- to five-foot 
tall multi-tiered works of edible art.”

We asked about exciting wedding cake trends. 
The vintage trend, which has been taking the 
wedding cake industry by storm, seems to be 
nowhere near ending. They “evoke a bygone 
era and opulence and craftsmanship.” They are 
large, multi-tiered and have plenty of heavy 
piping, buttercream swags, and mini rosettes. 
“Flowers, fresh fruit and berries adorn the 
cakes, and they are found as multi-tiered tow-
ers or even as exaggeratedly large, round, sin-
gle tiers that the new couple can finish deco-
rating by spreading a generous layer of fresh 
berries and final dusting of powdered sugar. In 
this way, cakes are THE centrepiece and create 
an unforgettable moment in that special day.”

“Garden whimsical cakes are still trending as 

well, with a sort of beautiful whimsical chaos 
that just evokes pleasure. These can take on 
many forms, from round, to multi-tiered to 
long rectangles that extend the length of the 
table. These too are often piled high with fresh 
fruits, berries, figs and candied orange slices.”

Whatever your preference, Zee Best has both 
the passion and skill to make it happen. Con-
tact the team well in advance to make the most 
of it!

Edible art at its finest: 

Expertly crafted wedding cakes  
by Zee Best
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To switch things up a bit for this Wedding Special, we 
decided to interview Jimbo – a well-known restaura-
teur on both sides of our island. Among his many other 
talents is that of being a wedding celebrant. Here’s our 
interview with him.

1: Jimbo, you’ve lived many lives – actor, playwright, 
art dealer, restaurateur, sailor, biker and now wed-
ding officiant. How did you begin this journey of offi-
ciating weddings?
Well, I was born into a Baptist preacher’s family and left 
that many moons ago. As a hippie, I moved to D.C., worked 
in the House of Representatives, then moved to NY to pur-
sue acting, then playwriting. When I came to St. Maarten 
on vacation, I fell in love with the people of St. Maarten and 
the weather, of course. I thought I’d be writing plays, but 
ended up opening Jimbololo in Grand Case on St. Maarten 
Day 1990, which got destroyed on September 5, 1995. Any-
way, after a sail across the Atlantic to England, and a Harley 
ride around the USA, I opened Jimbo’s in Simpson Bay. In 
the past few years, I’ve had the privilege of officiating three 
weddings – the last was the great honour of marrying good 
friends, Stefan Veraguez and Kyra Passos.

2: What made St. Maarten feel like home?
It is just what St. Maarten does – truly The Friendly Island. 
I fell in love with this place in one visit in November 1988 
– not the place, but the people – I was hooked. I came 
back in January 1989 to see if there would be work for me, 
and I moved here and have called St. Maarten home since 
March 30, 1989.

3: Your restaurants became legendary on the island. 
What was your philosophy as a restaurateur?
Having never owned or run a restaurant before, it was a 
stroke of luck that I’ve been so successful. It was a learning 
experience from day one. I made mistakes and I’m sure I’ll 
make more in the future, but I guess my philosophy would 
be the same as my life – honesty and integrity.

4: You’ve transitioned from nightlife and parties into 
a more spiritual path. What inspired that change?
Well, that is getting pretty personal, but I am happy to 
share a note. After Hurricane Luis and my adventures that 
included lots of drinking, I was miserable and sought help. 
I had no idea that my misery was being stoked by alcohol. 
The help I got changed my life. There is a 12-step pro-
gram here called Alcoholics Anonymous, with meetings 
at the Red Cross. They are published in this paper with my 
phone number. If anyone needs help, call me please. I still 
attend meetings and am there to help the newcomer after 
28 years of sobriety.

5: How did you become involved in officiating 
weddings?
It just happened naturally. People knew I was a PK (preach-
er’s kid) and came and asked me. I don’t have a license as 
yet, but I think I may apply, because I really like performing 
the weddings. The first one I did years and years ago for a 
Jewish wedding at Privilege. The vows were written by the 
bride and groom and were very personal. I had to recite 
them over in front of friends and try to not cry during the 
delivery – I still did choke up at one point. Funny, huh? And 
then because of that first one, the next two were friends. 
The couples are legally married before the ceremony.

6: Why do you wear white when officiating 
ceremonies?
Well, for this last wedding between Stefan and Kyra, I wore 
clothes that I bought in India during one of my spiritual 
quests and yoga – Kyra’s grandfather, the recently deceased 
Tom, the pioneer that started the boutique on Pinel, was a 
good friend of mine – the “skirt” and beads were a natural 
choice and they loved it. Funny, not one person asked why 
I was wearing that outfit.

7: What makes a wedding ceremony truly 
memorable?
I believe weddings in and of themselves are all memorable. 

The commitment between two people to share the rest of 
their life together needs no description. The photos of fam-
ily and friends sharing that special moment make it mem-
orable for everyone. Of course, the vows themselves are 
important, and I was honoured to be given carte blanche 
to write the ceremony and included a poem from Kalhil 
Gibran.

8: Looking back, what would you tell your younger 
self riding motorcycles across America?
I guess this is kind of a spiritual question, so I’ll give it an 
appropriate answer: Nothing! Sounds weird, right? Since I 
know that The Universe is in charge and has led me to this 
moment, I wouldn’t change a thing. Oh yes, I have some 
regrets, but those have just given me insight to what I need 
to work on and change for a better today and tomorrow.

9: After all these years, what matters most to you 
now?
Man, I don’t know why you’re asking all these deep ques-
tions, but I’ll answer to the best of my ability. Like Miss 
America, peace on earth, right? Seriously: To live a life that 
can be an example to others and to reach out to those who 
may need what I have to offer and be less judgmental. For 
myself, internal peace of mind and a good night’s sleep 
and the ability to walk the trail to the Natural Pool with 
my dog, Luna, every day – just the basics.

10: Did this particular couple say why they chose you 
to officiate their biggest day? 
Well, it’s funny. Stefan bought my house – so that’s how 
we met really – and then after some months, he and Kyra 
moved in. I was in the States. I asked if I could rent the 
downstairs apartment from them and it just worked out 
so well. As I recall, in one of our get-to-know-each-other 
conversations, I must have told them I’d officiated wed-
dings. The night before I had to go to the States, they came 
downstairs and asked me to marry them. I was just floored 
and so very honoured.

11: So how would one contact you if they are inter-
ested in having you officiate at their wedding?
Yes, I’d love to officiate at more weddings – it’s such an 
honour. But at the moment, couples need to see to the 
details of their legal ceremony on their own, meaning they 
must register at their own area of official residency. Any-
one interested in contacting me can reach me by sending 
an email to martha@thedailyherald.sx 

Wedding Officiant  
James “Jimbo” Morris
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